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u And blessed is he/' said Jesus, " whosoever shall not be offended
in me." We know not whether this answer found John the Bap-
tist living, or in what temper it put the austere ascetic. Did he
die consoled and certain that he whom he had announced already
lived, or did he remain doubtful as to the mission of Jesus ? There
is nothing to inform u?. Seeing, however, that his school con-
tinued to exist a considerable time parallel with the Christian
churches, we are led to think that, notwithstanding his regard
for Jesin, John did not look upon him as the one who was to
realise the divine promises. Death came, moreover, to end his per-
plexities. The untamable freedom of the ascetic was to crown his
restless and stormy career by the only end which was worthy of it.

The leniency which Anhpas had at first shewn towards John
was not of long duration. In the conversations which, according
to the Christian tradition, John had had with the tetrarch, he did
not cease to declare to him that his marriage was unlawful, and
that he ought to send away Herodias.1 We can easily imagine
the hatred which the grand-daughter of Herod the Great must
have conceived towards this importunate counsellor. She only
waited an opportunity to ruin him.

Her daughter, Salome, born of her first mariiage, and like her
ambitious and dissolute, entered into her designs. That year, (pro-
bably the year 30), Antipas was at Machero on the anniversary
of his birthday. Herod the Great had constructed in the interior
of the fortress a magnificent palace, where the tetrarch frequently
resided.2 He gave a great feast there, during which Salome exe-
cuted one of those dances in character which were not considered
in Syria as unbecoming a distinguished person. Antipas being
much pleased, asked the dancer what she most desired, and
she replied, at the instigation of her mother, "Give me here
John Baptist's head in a charger." 8 Antipas was sorry, but

1 Matt. xiv. 4, and following; Mark vi. 18, and following; Luke iii. 19.

1 Jos., 2)e Bdlojud, VH.YI. 2.

* A portable dish on which, liquors and viands are served in the East.